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The opening day of the World Conference of Science Journalists (WCSJ) 2023 in Medellín,
Colombia saw hundreds of journalists from 62 countries come together in the stunning setting of
the city’s Jardin Botanico.

Over 500 attendees are here over three days to discuss science journalism, to challenge ideas
and to reinforce their professional networks and friendships. 

The day began with a keynote on biodiversity delivered by Brigitte Baptiste, a Colombian
biologist and expert in biodiversity issues. And it closed with an opening ceremony and vibrant
social event for attendees.

Both took place under open skies in the Jardin’s orquideorama, an open air meshwork of flower-
tree structures surrounded by trees, butterflies and with a backdrop of birdsong. 
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Milica Momcilovic, President of the World Federation of Science Journalists said: “Independent
journalism is the lifeblood of democracy and our focus at the Federation is, and will continue to
be, supporting independent science journalism around the world. I have seen first hand how
talented science journalists can change the world for the better and during this conference they
will tell us these stories in person.”

Ximena Serrano Gil, Director of the Medellín conference said: “Colombia and Medellin are a
biodiversity hotspot, an unrivalled laboratory for helping other nations adapt to climate change, a
model for how to feed populations in rapidly changing tropical environments, and a cultural
repository where thousands of years of indigenous peoples' knowledge can make a lasting
contribution to the wisdom of future generations.”

She continued: "The opportunity to share ideas and collaborate with others is invaluable and we
must continue to create platforms that facilitate these interactions. I hope that other places in the
global south will have the opportunity to host the WCSJ." 
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Wednesday

This morning the keynote on climate change was led by Paola Andrea Arias Gómez, professor of
the Environmental School of the Faculty of Engineering of the University of Antioquia, and
moderated by Ximena Serrano Gil. The discussion focused on how to embroider the risks that
put the stability of the most vulnerable at risk. 

This was followed by the launch of a Global Report into Ethics in Science Journalism, supported
by the Kavli Foundation. Luisa Massarani and Vera Novais led the room, outlining the survey
and its findings. The full report will be published after the conference and we will share it with you
as soon as it is available. 
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Thursday

On the last day of the conference we are looking forward to the Open Science Plenary at 11.00,
which will present the UNESCO Open Science Recommendation that was ratified in November
2022. Speakers will provide a range of perspectives on what it means for universities,
governments and journalists, and what open science means to them personally.

In the afternoon Thomas Hartung, Director of the Centers for Alternatives to Animal Testing, will
present his latest research on organoid intelligence and the future of modern computing from
human brain cells. This is a rapidly moving field and as well as allowing time for a rich Q&A
during the session we hoping to fit in a press briefing where journalists can ask their questions.
Watch this space for confirmation... 

Scientific excursions on Friday

We have some new scientific field trips on our website, and there is the chance to attend the
popular World Mosquito Program on Friday, following a fully booked successful tour on Monday.
Please check the scientific tours here and contact the hosts directly. 

When visiting the campus of the Alliance of Bioversity International and the International
Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), near Cali, in southwestern Colombia, don't be surprised
to meet Don Roverto and Tatania, the robotic vehicles that roam over crops analysing data that
makes it possible to effectively monitor the development of food varieties key to the planet's food
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security. Or when you see drones flying overhead, monitoring the development of crops on this
500-hectare plot of land. 

PECET is a multidisciplinary research group that has developed research, teaching and
extension services for nearly 35 years, aimed at the poorest communities affected by tropical
diseases. The group has caried out its work in all endemic departments of Colombia and Central
America - Panama, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guatemala and Venezuela - the
Mediterranean - France, Spain, Morocco, Tunisia - as well as Ethiopia and Bhutan. PECET has
been recognised by the World Health Organisation as a reference center for the formation and
training of researchers and assessment of drugs and vaccines. 

Several scientific trips are also hosted by EAFIT University. You can learn about EAFIT
Children’s University,  Earth Sciences research or their Center for Urban and Environmental
Studies. The Universidad de Antioquia offers tours to their University Museum,  Centro de
Desarrollo Agro-Biotecnológico de Innovación e Integración Territorial, their Bioinstrumentation
and Clinical Engineering Research Group, or find out all you wanted to know and more about
coffee in their ‘Bartender for Peace’ experience
. 
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The World Conference of Science Journalists (WCSJ, www.wcsj.org) is the biggest global
event on science journalism, attracting approximately 1,200 journalists covering science and
medical issues, as well as international experts, scientists, and communicators, among others.
Register here
 
The 10th World Conference of Science Journalists (WCSJ2017) in San Francisco (26–30
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October 2017) and the 11th World Conference of Science Journalists (WCSJ2019) in Lausanne
(1-5 July 2019) both attracted more than 1,300 attendees. WCSJ2022 Medellín will be hosted at
the extraordinary venue of the city’s Jardin Botánico de Medellín from 27-31 March 2023.
 

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
http://eepurl.com/gBSAIn
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a8d11a901ac032467f5aed649&id=6ab4679c19
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=a8d11a901ac032467f5aed649&id=6ab4679c19
javascript:;


3/29/23, 3:37 PM 12th World Conference of Science Journalists opens under open skies

https://mailchi.mp/wfsj/the-fifth-who-wfsj-webinar-for-science-journalists-6048667?e=17360ca29d 9/16

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
http://eepurl.com/gBSAIn
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a8d11a901ac032467f5aed649&id=6ab4679c19
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=a8d11a901ac032467f5aed649&id=6ab4679c19
javascript:;


3/29/23, 3:37 PM 12th World Conference of Science Journalists opens under open skies

https://mailchi.mp/wfsj/the-fifth-who-wfsj-webinar-for-science-journalists-6048667?e=17360ca29d 10/16

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
http://eepurl.com/gBSAIn
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a8d11a901ac032467f5aed649&id=6ab4679c19
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=a8d11a901ac032467f5aed649&id=6ab4679c19
javascript:;


3/29/23, 3:37 PM 12th World Conference of Science Journalists opens under open skies

https://mailchi.mp/wfsj/the-fifth-who-wfsj-webinar-for-science-journalists-6048667?e=17360ca29d 11/16

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
http://eepurl.com/gBSAIn
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a8d11a901ac032467f5aed649&id=6ab4679c19
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=a8d11a901ac032467f5aed649&id=6ab4679c19
javascript:;


3/29/23, 3:37 PM 12th World Conference of Science Journalists opens under open skies

https://mailchi.mp/wfsj/the-fifth-who-wfsj-webinar-for-science-journalists-6048667?e=17360ca29d 12/16

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
http://eepurl.com/gBSAIn
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a8d11a901ac032467f5aed649&id=6ab4679c19
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=a8d11a901ac032467f5aed649&id=6ab4679c19
javascript:;


3/29/23, 3:37 PM 12th World Conference of Science Journalists opens under open skies

https://mailchi.mp/wfsj/the-fifth-who-wfsj-webinar-for-science-journalists-6048667?e=17360ca29d 13/16

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
http://eepurl.com/gBSAIn
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a8d11a901ac032467f5aed649&id=6ab4679c19
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=a8d11a901ac032467f5aed649&id=6ab4679c19
javascript:;


3/29/23, 3:37 PM 12th World Conference of Science Journalists opens under open skies

https://mailchi.mp/wfsj/the-fifth-who-wfsj-webinar-for-science-journalists-6048667?e=17360ca29d 14/16

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
https://www.wcsj.org/partners-sponsors
http://eepurl.com/gBSAIn
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=a8d11a901ac032467f5aed649&id=6ab4679c19
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=a8d11a901ac032467f5aed649&id=6ab4679c19
javascript:;


3/29/23, 3:37 PM 12th World Conference of Science Journalists opens under open skies

https://mailchi.mp/wfsj/the-fifth-who-wfsj-webinar-for-science-journalists-6048667?e=17360ca29d 15/16

 

For partnership opportunities please contact us
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