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Meet the team!
As work continues to bring you the first Latin American World Conference of Science Journalists
next March, we wanted to take the time to introduce the people behind the scenes. Our
Organising Committee, Steering Committee for Latin America and Programme Committee fill
different roles but are pulling together to ensure the 2023 event will be a huge success.
https://mailchi.mp/wfsj/the-fifth-who-wfsj-webinar-for-science-journalists-5892065?e=17360ca29d
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XimenaPast
Serrano
Gil is President of the Colombian Association for
Issues
Journalists and Communicators of Science heads up the Organising
committee, working with Andrew Wright and Tania Valbuena.
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Ximena Serrano

Ximena says: “WCSJ2023 will be a meeting of cultures, science, innovation and knowledge
around science journalism in the land of magical realism, butterflies, birds, flowers, coffee and
the Amazon that represents one of the axes for the stability of the planet's climate.
This is Colombia, the second most biodiverse country and a place of reunion for new and old
colleagues and editors, many from the Global South, who with the excellent content and quality
of the exhibitors will find hundreds of new stories and sources from around the world. It will also
be an opportunity to network and gain a new perspective on current issues.
After the event, you will be a short local flight away from the Caribbean coast and Pacific
beaches, the humid Amazon rainforest or one of the best coffee regions where you will have the
opportunity not only to enjoy excellent coffee, but to learn the science behind a cup of the best
coffee in the world.
So, go ahead. Come explore the wonders of the most welcoming place on Earth.”

Steering Committee
The Steering Committee for Latin America is a strong team of Presidents of Latin Associations
for Science Journalism.
Victor Roman is founder and President of the Peruvian Association of Journalists and
Communicators of Science (APCiencia), he has written articles about space, innovation,
technology and its impact on society and is on the Mars Society Steering Committee

https://mailchi.mp/wfsj/the-fifth-who-wfsj-webinar-for-science-journalists-5892065?e=17360ca29d

2/8

10/18/22, 12:57 PM

Subscribe

WCSJ 2023 - Meet the team!

Moura Leite Netto, President RedeComCiência in Brazil is an Editor of Agência Bori,
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health reporter for the magazine Problemas Brasileiros and guest professor at the
University of Sao Paolo and the Federal University of Parana
Cecilia Montero is President of the Mexican Network of Science Journalists, Coordinator
of Atmospheric and Ecology Research Center (CIAE) Master Program on Environmental
Journalism and Chief Editor of Noosfera, CIAE scientific disclosure magazine.
Bruno Massare is President of the Argentine Network of Scientific Journalism
(RADPC), an editor at Agencia TSS (Universidad Nacional de San Martín) and a
professor at Universidad Nacional de Moreno.
Andrea Obaid, President of the Chilean Association of Journalists and Professionals for
the Communication of Science, (ACHIPEC). She hosts "Tu Nuevo ADN" on ADN radio
and of "TXS Health" on online radio txsplus.com, "Cocina Lab", on NTV-TVN Channel,
"Tecnociencia" on 13C Channel, "Chilenautas" on Curiosity Stream, and "Hola Ciencia" on
La Red Channel and is the author of three popular science books

Jardin Botánico de Medellín

Programme Committee
The Programme Committee takes three quarters of its members from the Global South.
The experience and commitment of this team will ensure a dynamic and exciting event will take
place in March 2023.
To date, over 80% of the sessions are provisionally selected and the team will be working in the
coming weeks to make sure those sessions are as great as possible.
It's been really exciting for the committee to see new voices, new topics, and twists on old
https://mailchi.mp/wfsj/the-fifth-who-wfsj-webinar-for-science-journalists-5892065?e=17360ca29d
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favourites: for example, sessions on indigenous issues in science reporting, covering climate
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disasters in the Global South, and examples from all over the world of how to better connect with
our audiences.
Attendees to the conference can look forward to sessions across these five tracks:
Track 1: Science immersion (Direct access to scientific sources for stories)
Track 2: On responsible reporting (Practical discussion of ethical challenges)
Track 3: New challenges to explore (Deep-dives on how to better serve and find new audiences)
Track 4: North/South: To a new global dialogue in the 21st century (Science content and
professional development with a global view)
Track 5: Our craft: tools of the trade (New perspectives on how to develop as professionals)

Vera Novais

Vera Novais, who is on the committee says: "The programme for WCSJ 2023 is taking shape
and we already have some very good proposals selected. I was pleased to see proposals with
very interesting topics and concerned with representing Global South professionals as well as
having gender balanced sessions."
All information about our committees and their members can be found on our website.

Science journalism and Latin America
This conference marks the first time the WCSJ has been held in the Global South, where a
significant proportion of WFSJ members live and work. Many attendees are expected to come
from Latin America, and much of the program content will deal with matters pertaining to science
journalism in this region. More specifically, this content will deal with highly relevant topics such
as:
building relationships across communities and borders
climate change, food systems, exploitation of the planet’s natural resources
innovative and cost effective energy sources
https://mailchi.mp/wfsj/the-fifth-who-wfsj-webinar-for-science-journalists-5892065?e=17360ca29d
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practical and ethical implications of biomolecular tools that can manipulate genetic code
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discussing of risk and uncertainty in science
the ongoing impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on journalism, confronting misinformation
and disinformation
the demand for “solutions” journalism
the role of public policies that deal with science and technology
the potential of new technologies to transform media

The Alliance of Bioversity International and the International Center for Tropical
Agriculture (CIAT) is a supporter of WCSJ 2023.
CIAT delivers research-based solutions that address the global crises of malnutrition, climate
change, biodiversity loss, and environmental degradation.
The Alliance focuses on the nexus of agriculture, nutrition, and environment. We work with
local, national, and multinational partners across Africa, Asia, and Latin America and the
Caribbean, and with the public and private sectors and civil society. With novel partnerships, the
Alliance generates evidence and mainstreams innovations to transform food systems and
landscapes so that they sustain the planet, drive prosperity, and nourish people in a climate
crisis.
The Alliance is part of CGIAR, a global research partnership for a food-secure future dedicated
to transforming food, land, and water systems in a climate crisis.

Medellín
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The World Conference of Science Journalists (WCSJ, www.wcsj.org) is the biggest global
event on science journalism, attracting approximately 1,200 journalists covering science and
medical issues, as well as international experts, scientists, and communicators, among others.
The 10th World Conference of Science Journalists (WCSJ2017) in San Francisco (26–30
October 2017) and the 11th World Conference of Science Journalists (WCSJ2019) in Lausanne
(1-5 July 2019) both attracted more than 1,300 attendees. WCSJ2023 Medellin will be hosted at
the extraordinary venue of the city’s Jardin Botánico de Medellín from 27-31 March 2023.
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For partnership opportunities please contact us
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